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SUBJECT: PORTUGUESE-PRC RELATIONS 
REF: STATE 216905 (EXDIS) 

1. DURING THE COURSE OF A COURTESY CALL SEPT 12, PORTUGUESE 
AMBASSADOR ANTONIO COIMBRA MARTINS RAISED SPECIFICALLY 
THE ADVISABILITY OF CLOSER PORTUGUESE RELATIONS WITH THE 
PRC. IT HAD BEEN THE LONG STANDING POLICY OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT TO SEEK THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH THE PRC. HE HAD ESTABLISHED GOOD 
PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH THE PRC AMBASSADOR TSENG TAO AND 
PRESSED FOR A PRC RESPONSE, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO REPLY 
YET FROM PEKING. COIMBRA MARTINS NOTED THAT SOME 
MODERATES IN LISBON BELIEVE THAT CLOSER RELATIONS WITH 
THE PRC WOULD RESULT IN A MORE ACTIVE MAOIST MOVEMENT 
WHICH WOULD DIVIDE THE LEFT AND HENCE STRENGTHEN THE 
MODERATE PARTIES. COIMBRA MARTINS NOTED THAT THE 
MAOIST PUBLICATIONS HAD CALLED CUNHAL PUBLIC ENEMY NO. 

1 OF THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE - AND SPINOLA ONLY NO. 8 - 
AND MAOIST ELEMENTS WITHIN THE UNIONS HAD VOTED WITH 
THE SOCIALIST TO THWART THE PRO-SOVIET COMMUNIST PARTY 
ELEMENTS. 

2. I TOLD COIMBRA MARTINS THAT WE THOUGHT THE PRINCIPAL 
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THE PRC WOULD PROBABLY CONTINUE TO DO SO IN PORTUGAL 
REGARDLESS OF THE EXISTENCE OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

AN ESTABLISHMENT OF RELATIONS AT THIS TIME COULD. IN 
FACT, INTRODUCE A NEW ELEMENT OF INSTABILITY INTO THE 
CURRENT UNSETTLED POLITICAL SITUATION. IT WOULD BE 
MUCH BETTER FOR MODERATE ELEMENTS IN PORTUGAL TO SEEK 
ASSISTANCE FROM THEIR EC-9 COLLEAGUES AND THE U.S. THAN 
FROM THE PRC. COIMBRA MARTINS ASKED ABOUT THE FUTURE, 
AND I GAVEIT AS MY PERSONAL OPINION THAT WITH THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A MORE STABLE GOVERNMENT IN LISBON, THE 
ADVISABILITY OF PORTUGUESE/PRC RELATIONS WOULD HAVE TO 
BE REVIEWED IN A NEW LIGHT. 

3. COIMBRA MARTINS NOTED THAT THE CHINESE, FOR THEIR 
PART.WERE NOT VERY ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT MOVING AHEAD ON 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. I NOTED THAT PERHAPS THE PRC SAW 
THE GROWING STRENGTH OF THE ANTI-SOVIET ELEMENTS AND 
WERE THEMSELVES HESITANT TO TAKE AN ACTION WHICH MIGHT 
REVERSE THE TREND AND FAVOR THE SOVIET SPONSORED 
COMMUNIST PARTY. 

4. COMMENT: I BELIEVE AMBASSADOR COIMBRA MARTINS 
THOROUGHLY UNDERSTOOD OUR VIEW THAT PRESSING FOR RELA- 
TIONS WITH THE PRC WAS NOT ADVISABLE AT THIS TIME AND 

HE SEEMED SOMEWHAT CONVINCED BY OUR VIEWS OF THE LIMITED 
UTILITY FOR THE MODERATE ELEMENTS AND OF THE POTENTIAL 
FOR HARM. COIMBRA MARTINS SEEMED SOMEWHAT DEFLATED 
SINCE HE HAS APPARENTLY BEEN THINKING THAT HIS GOOD 
RELATIONS WITH THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR MIGHT POSSIBLY 
ADVANCE THE PORTUGUESE EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS 
WHICH IN TURN WOULD FAVOR THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN 
LISBON TO WHICH HE IS ASSOCIATED, A PERSONAL CONTRIBU- 
TION OF SOME IMPORTANCE. SINCE THE CHINESE DO NOT 
APPEAR PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS AT THIS TIME, THE PROBLEM 
OF RELATIONS IS PROBABLY ACADEMIC. 
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